Social Work and People with
Developmental Disabilities
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Experiences as Social Workers in the Developmental
Services field to create discussion and “food for
thought”

Challenges to providing services
Strategies to providing services
Successes



Angela Rail

O




Jessica Beresftord

O




Challenges to Providing Services

O




Challenges to Providing Services

O




Challenges to Providing Services

O




Challenges to Providing Services

O




Overall our job can feel like trying to fit a square box
into a round hole

It is difficult to work within the system to support
clients with developmental disabilities identify and
reach attainable goals

Isolation and reduced resources



Being creative to work within the system
Individualized focus

Working within the system and individuals’ abilities
to plan for success and not failure

If the plan doesn’t work, change it!

Remind ourselves what our professional purpose is
and who we are working for

Be willing to make mistakes and take a risk
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Power over individuals vs. personal empowerment
Promoting attainable choices within resources available
Remembering who we are working for

The importance of effective individualized supports
Creativity

Team work

Don’t be afraid to make mistakes

Have fun!






