Abuse 
• In Canada, research indicates that children with disabilities are 5 times more likely to be abused than the general population. 

• Of the children with developmental disabilities who have been abused, 35.9% continue to live with the perpetrator. 

• Abusers tend to be men (89%). Of those incidents of sexual assault on women with intellectual disabilities, 53% are by male service recipients (also intellectually disabled), 20% by staff and 8% by family members. 

• Research has shown that there is a very low rate of prosecution for sexual abuse of persons with intellectual disabilities. People with developmental and/or intellectual disabilities who have been sexually assaulted show the same range of emotional symptoms after the assault as does the general population.  

• In studies of women with intellectual disabilities, those reporting sexual abuse range from 25 – 33%. 
• Abuse is not only physical or sexual assault, but also being yelled or screamed at, insulted, having disability checks stolen and signatures forged, neglecting basic needs, and threats. 

Poverty 
• Children with developmental disabilities are more likely to live in families at the lower end of the income scale. 

. • 28.8% of children with developmental disabilities live in households where the income in at the low or the lowest quintile as opposed to 17% of children without disabilities. 

• 77% of adults with a developmental disability live in poverty. 

Isolation 
• UK research found that only 30% of adults with a developmental disability had a friend who was not part of the family or paid to care for them. 

• 33% find it harder than average to make friends 

• 25% find it hard to keep friends 

• 14% have no friends 

• 43% can’t talk to a friend when they are upset or worried. 

Education 
• In Ontario, 15% of children receive special education funding. The key issue for children with developmental disabilities is that they are missed in the school system and identified only later so they don’t get help with their education in the early years when it is so important for them.  

• Only 33% of Canadians support inclusive education for children with developmental disabilities. 

Employment 
• Adults with developmental disabilities prefer real jobs as opposed to sheltered workshops but supported employment models have not resulted in people getting and keeping jobs in the community in very large numbers because of the high level of supports required.  

• 60% of people with intellectual disabilities are out of the labour force.
• Adults with developmental disabilities 

• Age earlier and have a higher mortality rate than the general population 

• Lead sedentary lifestyles and have more cardiovascular disorders 

• Have high rates of obesity 

• Have lower vaccination rates 

• Have mental health problems at a 3 – 6 times higher rate than the general population 

• Have more teeth extracted rather than treated than the general population 

Are less likely to receive preventative screening.
 Criminal Justice System Involvement 
• Estimated percentages of developmentally disabled persons in Canada’s criminal justice system range from 2 – 36%. The range in percentage is broad as there are wide variations in how offenders are identified as developmentally disabled.
• The percentage of men involved in the Canadian criminal justice system (pre-trial detention) with intellectual disabilities (ID) – also called developmental disability: 19% with a probable diagnosis of ID and 29% with borderline ID. 
Homelessness 
• Estimates of people with dual diagnosis among the homeless or inadequately housed range from 10 – 15%34 up to 40 – 50%. 

Families 
• US data shows that 80 – 85% of children and adults with developmental disabilities will live with their families until their parents’ health declines or they die. 

• 77% of adults with developmental disabilities are presently living with parents who are 60 or over. 
• In southeastern Ontario, 94% of children with developmental disabilities who receive services live with their parents; 45% of those 18 – 44 years of age and 12% for those over 45 live with their parents. 

